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1. What are the most important environmental, health and or quality of life 

priorities in your community? 

 

Respondent A.   

 

Water pollution, Air pollution, Taking care of Mother Earth. Health issues Asthma and 

other breathing problems, Cancer. 

 

Respondent B.  

 

Water quality-none of us can live without water, PCB’s in air and water, Prairie Island-

wind energy should be used. 

 

Respondent C.   

 

Lead paint in homes where many of our low income people live due to SES, space 

heaters in many rental properties, poorly maintained rental housing, Smoking and 

second-hand smoke problems for children, mold problems in rental housing. 

 

Respondent D.   

 

At my home reservation it is farm fertilizer run off, in Minneapolis it is law chemical 

fertilizers and lead-based paint. 

 

Respondent E.  

 

Cancer, diabetes, suicide, infant mortality, heart disease. 

 

Respondent F.   

 

The health of the people- what they eat gardens, herbs etc. 

 

Respondent G.   

 

Heart disease, emphysema, diabetes, infant mortality, mercury, radiation/cancer. 
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Respondent H.   

 

Global warming, air toxics, clean water. 

 

Respondent I.  

 

Examine how urban and rural environmental policies, as well as public fiscal support is 

directed toward solving know environmental problems affecting Native populations; and 

how policies and fiscal support is being crafted, in accordance with federal law, to answer 

the question of how problems that are unknown or undefined will be researched, 

documented and articulated/disseminated.  This includes clean-up of toxics/nuclear.  

 

Another area of concern is how the state is [not] directing support and research to 

communities (Native) disproportionately impacted by pollution while health service 

resources do not meet the needs, for increasing levels of asthma, lead-levels in 

substandard urban housing, POP’s (persistent organic pollutants) and traditional 

subsistence diets, and enforcement of regulations for businesses. 

 

Respondent J.   

 

Spiritual well being, access to traditional foods and medicines (herbs) that are not 

contaminated with industrial poisons.  Preservation/protection of Mother Earth with the 

next seven generations in mind, learning from the past seven generations what not to do.  

Diabetes, hear disease, cancer, suicide, infant mortality, poverty. 

 

Respondent K.   

 

Ethanol plant 

 

 

2. What relationship do you want established between the Indian Community and 

the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency? 

 

 

Respondent A.  

 

Work on environmental racism issue.  Provide education and support to encourage 

environmental responsibility. 

 

Respondent B.   

 

Ongoing sharing of information. 
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Respondent C.   

 

A relationship based on trust and mutual respect. 

 

Respondent D.   

 

There should be more than one—several Indian people on the MPCA. 

 

Respondent E.   

 

A relationship with honest dialogue. 

 

Respondent F.   

 

For one thing some kind of sensitivity training, also for you to be more aware of what is 

happening in the Indian Community. 

 

Respondent G.  

 

Responsible program and regulatory criteria should be developed with specific and 

intentional participation not just “advisory” boards for input. 

 

Respondent H.   

 

Collaborative decision making in which all have a recognized voice in addressing 

environmental decisions. 

 

Respondent I.   

 

I want a strong, vigorous system of communication, details and notice of legislation, 

implementation of programs, community based discussion and transparent mechanisms 

for equal opportunity, research and documentation project implementation and Native 

citizen participation in environmental matters affecting our communities. 

 

Respondent J.   

 

More than just an advisory committee we want to be in the decision-making role. 

 

Respondent K.   

 

Advisory Council of American Indians to assist with power MPCA in decision making in 

any American Indian Community. 
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How should we establish this relationship? 

 

Respondent A.   

 

More American Indian People heard and on committees/boards where decisions are 

made.  We are taught from our people (not school) about taking care of mother earth, 

ie:  Indian women know we are responsible for water quality.  We have a ceremony 

monthly. 

 

Respondent B.   

 

This is a really good start, culturally appropriate food, location and ceremony. 

 

Respondent C.   

 

Carefully-small groups like this so people can ask questions.  Ask common people for 

their opinion. 

 

Respondent D.   

 

Appointment by existing Indian organizations. 

 

Respondent E.   

 

Hold public meetings for this purpose. 

 

Respondent F.  No reply 

 

Respondent G.   

 

Talk grant power of decision making to communities.  Develop governmental process 

with participation, not just expert based decision making.  

 

Respondent H.   

 

Build trust, listen, be respectful. 

 

Respondent I.  

 

Focus groups with geographic and demographic target populations for feedback, 

multiple outreach and marketing designs, trust relationship based on Min Minnesota 

state cultural competency, participation designed and structured in at all levels of 

government. 
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Respondent J.  Ask us. 

 

Respondent K.  Invite people. 

 

 

Who should we establish this relationship with?  (check all that apply) 

 

___ Tribal Council leaders? 

 

___ Community Leaders (such as spiritual leaders, educators) 

 

____ Community organizers and activists 

 

 

Respondent A.  Checked all three. 

 

Respondent  B.  Checked community organizers and activists. 

 

Respondent C.  Checked all three. 

 

Respondent D.  Checked first two. 

 

Respondent E.  Checked community organizers and activists. 

 

Respondent F.  Checked all three. 

 

Respondent G.  Checked all three. 

 

Respondent H.  Checked all three. 

 

Respondent I.    Checked all three. 

 

Respondent J.    Checked all three. 

 

Respondent K.  Checked all three. 

 

3. What are some examples of unsatisfactory processes or outcomes?  (Can you 

think of situations that you feel the MPCA has mishandled?)  Why was it 

unsatisfactory?  What could have made it better? 
 

Respondent A.  

 

I really don’t know what you do.  Can do, can’t do.   

Issues that I am aware of in the state are hospital incinerators, nuclear waste, a benzene 

spill in Duluth, water quality, mercury contamination, paper mills, car pollution, gas 
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station.  We need more education about all the pollution problems.  There is not enough 

recycling.  More agencies could do recycling. 

 

Respondent B.   

 

All decisions that allow urban sprawl, all decisions that allow public money to pay for 

water and electricity to be brought out to areas of urban sprawl, all decisions allowing pig 

farmers to dump wastes in public waterways or allow seepage to public waterways. 

 

Respondent C.  

 

The issues at Prairie Island with the nuclear plant, and how they’re always trying to pawn 

off nuclear waste on Indian land. 

 

Respondent D.   

 

Several out-state giant hog factories not being regulated by on site visits. 

 

Respondent E.  Don’t know. 

 

Respondent F.  

 

 Fish in the water at Prairie Island, Milkweed plants in the country. 

[a medicine for asthma] 

 

Respondent G.  

 

Koch Refinery, air quality /water quality monitoring 

 

Respondent H.  No reply. 

 

Respondent I.     

 

Lack of outreach through known community infrastructures (community based 

newspapers, radio, other broadcast, including local cable-based TV and internet.)  Lack 

of information gathering from youth, Lack of visibility of Minnesota State 

communication about use of revenue gained from state gaming dollars, as they apply to 

Native communities and educational, environmental and economic initiatives.    

 

Respondent J.   

 

Mercury Reduction Initiative was very badly mishandled.  Those most impacted by the 

problem were not represented adequately or at all.  Refusal to allow most impacted 

community member a vote in the process when that person asked to be included.  Don’t 

violate the civil/human rights of anyone.  If someone asks to participate the Agency 
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should grant the request.  The whole process ended up a failure wasting countless public 

dollars for no pollution reduction benefits.  

 

Respondent K.  Nuclear plant- the Prairie Island Community stuck with the problem. 

 

 

4.   What do we need to know and do in order for you to feel that we have listened to 

your concerns and are addressing them? 

 

Respondent A.   

 

We already know we don’t speak the same language.  Our priorities aren’t the same.  

Indian people want to get back the results of research and what happens because of that 

research.  Indian people read Indian newspapers. 

 

Respondent B.   

 

Clamp down on pollution by large-scale farmers.  Clamp down on urban sprawl make 

real estate developers to pay for extension of water and electricity to urban sprawl. 

 

Respondent C.   

 

Be willing to listen.  Hire Indian people to work for your agency. 

 

Respondent D.   

 

Have the appointees voice our concerns and then send back both oral and written reports 

not only about what was the response to our concerns, but how our concerns were 

received, not only verbally, but any form of recognizable response. 

 

Respondent E.  Time will tell. 

 

Respondent F.   

 

Invite more people and have more open forums. 

 

Respondent G.   

 

Have healthy families and children.  There is a healthy community. 

Environmental violations carry significant penalties, business concerns are not the 

primary concern. 

 

Respondent H. No reply. 
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Respondent I.   

 

I would like to see press releases, in collaboration with both tribal governments and 

grassroots Native organizations that reflects an integrative process, 

Integrity and robust analysis based on prevention models rather than control; 

conservation of energy rather than utility expansion and ratepayer increases; serious 

support of alternative energy production. 

 

Respondent J.  Put us in decision making roles with the agency. 

 

Respondent K.  Answer this questionnaire or respond to comments. 

 

 

5.  What current or past issues are considered unresolved by your community?  

(such as nuclear power and nuclear waste, mercury in fish from coal plants and 

paper mills and refineries, garbage transfer stations and incinerators, lead paint in 

older homes and rental units, ethanol plant fumes etc.) 

 

Respondent A.   

 

Nuclear power and nuclear waste, mercury in fish, garbage transfer stations and 

incinerators, lead paint. 

 

Respondent B.   

 

All the above. 

 

Respondent C.   

 

Definitely nuclear power and nuclear waste, lead paint in older homes, incinerators. 

 

Respondent D.  

 

 I have several relatives at Prairie Island, I feel that many individuals living near the plant 

and having concerns are not being listened to. Mercury in the water at such a level that 

we are advised to either not eat fish at all or to severely limit consumption, this for a 

people who, until very recently, practically lived off fishing in the Minnesota River.  

 

Respondent E.  

 

Nuclear waste, mercury in lakes and rivers, lead in poor people’s homes, run-off from 

lawns and golf courses. 
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Respondent F.   

 

The ethanol plant in W 7
th

 Street should be checked into if at all possible.  It was checked 

into once, but should be checked again. 

 

Respondent G.   

 

All of the above. 

 

Respondent H.  

 

 No reply. 

 

Respondent I. 

 

High-level radioactive storage, production, transportation and security. (stop all civilian 

nuke energy production now), agricultural run-off, urban Native health program funding, 

particularly for youth, waste treatment/environmental pathways of toxics, pollution 

regulation in-state and impact on Natives out-state, genetically modified organisms in 

commodity food sources, genetically modified plant stock infecting traditional 

native/indigenous species. 

 

Respondent J.  

 

 All the above. 

 

Respondent K.   

 

Nuclear power, ethanol plant. 

 

 

6. What do you think we should consider when we make decisions about how a 

project or facility will affect your community? 

 

Respondent A.  

 

 Respect for Mother Earth and all living things (all things are living). 

 

Respondent B.   

 

Water, air, plants, animals, and human beings all are to mingle equally on earth. 

 

Respondent C.   

 

Consider the future—what will happen for future generations—what impact will this 

have on our children and grandchildren. 
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Respondent D.   

 

Consider educating people about the history of pollution build up and honestly report 

which will affect the most vulnerable of the people, the Indigenous ones. 

 

Respondent E.   

 

Public hearings, but more importantly, policies should be in place beforehand. 

 

Respondent F.   

 

Invite people of concern and listen to them. 

 

Respondent G.   

 

Higher benefit communities should be the location of undesirable waste effects ie:  high 

electrical use=location of generators, high consumption=location of landfills etc. 

 

Respondent H.  

 

Equity, divergent values and needs of cultures, treating all fairly. 

 

Respondent I.  

 

Ask us. Include our elders in town forums, include Natives in panel discussions/candidate 

debates. What is the economic impact, create access to federal funds for EJ in perpetuity. 

Publish comprehensive analysis from all three state branches of government [executive, 

judicial, and legislative].   Create an organ that will disseminate information about 

Minnesota’s progress on EJ issues- show us that this state is capable of being a national 

leader. 

 

Respondent J.   

 

Think about how you would feel if the pollution were in your own neighborhood making 

your own children sick.  If you don’t want it by you don’t put it by us. 

 

Respondent K. 

 

Residents of neighborhoods should be able to vote on new projects. 

 

 

 

 


