
 

NORTH AMERICAN WATER OFFICE
PO BOX 174 LAKE ELMO, MINNESOTA 55042

August 15, 2005

 

Mr. Barry E. Hill, Director
Office of Environmental Justice, US Environmental Protection Agency 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Mail Code 2201A Ariel Rios South Building, Room 2226 Washington, DC 20460-0001

Dear Mr. Hill:

I am deeply concerned over the Agency's Strategic Plans that would alter the language and the spirit of what
Executive Order 12898 and the Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 intended to accomplish. It is critical
that Indigenous Peoples, other People of Color, and the low income communities that are _specifically_
impacted by the programs and policies of the US EPA be _identified_ and involved in all processes that
impact our daily lives. To eliminate this component is the equivalent of saying there are no disproportionate
burdens on anyone in particular, which we know without a doubt to be false. Such an action on the part of
this Agency under the current Administration would be a reversal of all Environmental Justice work and
eliminate the gains that we have made in the last twenty years toward a more equitable application of federal
law and policy. More institutionalized racism not less would be the result. If you refuse to specifically
identify and acknowledge who we are, how can you possibly formulate activities that help clean up the
poisons in our communities?

Furthermore upon examination of historical allocations of US EPA EJ funding for projects our Region 5,
and specifically Minnesota, has received the least amount of support for needed EJ work. This is disturbing
and causes me to raise the question of why? 

The list of priorities :
1) Compliance
2) Reduce mercury/safe fish and shellfish
3) Safe drinking water/pathogens
4) Reduce exposure to toxics/asthma/pesticides
5) Safe buildings/homes/schools/land preservation (lead etc)
6) International borders

In order to attain these priorities the EPA must be willing to address the aggressive clean up of coal fired
power plants, oil refineries, taconite production plants, and the motor vehicle fleet in terms of fuel efficiency,
while mandating energy efficient public transportation and a transition to community based renewable
energy. 

Sincerely,

Lea Foushee
North American Water Office
PO BOX 174



Lake Elmo, MN 55042


